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Who was Morell Smith?
Born in Newtown, September 3, 1888 
(only child of Dr and Mrs C Smith)!

Newtown Public Schools!

George School Class of 1907!

Penn State Class of 1911!

Superintendent at Pulitzer/Whitney 
“Kiluna Farm” in Long Island, 1913!

Volunteered for Service, 1917!

Commissioned in France, June 1918!

Killed in Action in France, 
 October 18, 1918



Dr. Charles B. Smith
• Born in Newtown, November 1864 (son 

of Dr. Elias Smith)!

• Jefferson Medical College Class of 1884!

• Married M. Anna Stackhouse, 1887!

• Newtown’s Family Physician!

• President, Bucks County Medical 
Society, 1909-1910!

• Died in Newtown, December 1927



M. Anna Smith
• Born Maria Anna Stackhouse in  

Penn’s Manor, 1861!

• New Haven School of Medicine (now 
Yale School of Nursing) Class of 1884!

• With sister Martha, was one of the 
first two Registered Nurses in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania!

• Married Dr. Charles Smith, 1887!

• Led project to clear Newtown Creek 
and mark original Newtown 
Commons in 1930’s!

• Died in Newtown, November 1945



The Early Years

18 Months

Home/Office: 1 South State Street

3 Months

Morell Smith 
Age 10



Wynkoop Post 427, Grand Army of the Republic 
Temperance House, Memorial Day, 1896

Morell Smith 
Age 7



The Early Years

Taken in April 1906 (Age 17)



George School 
Class of 1907



Life at Penn State

Dorm Room, circa 1909Cadet, 1908



Graduation, 1911

Senior Year Photo, 1911 
Editor-in-Chief, “La Vie”



Morell’s Cottage

Managing Kiluna Farm

Kiluna Farm, 1910-1990 
Manhasset, Long Island

Superintendent, 
c.1915



• Born in Milford, Connecticut, 1898!

• Morell Smith met Sarah while 
visiting her father in 1913 to learn 
about hybrids of McIntosh apples!

• Morell attended her graduation from 
Milford High School in June 1917!

• Attended Skidmore College for one 
semester in 1917-1918!

• In 1921, she married Milford dairy 
farmer Cornelius Stowe (d.1981); 
they had three daughters!

• Died age 101 at her daughter Joan’s 
home in Milford, 1999 

The Love Interest: 
Miss Sarah Platt

Platt Family, 1917

The Platt House - Milford, CT



America Goes to War

• Until 1917, America had done its utmost 
to remain neutral towards the combating 
nations of the Great War!

• In 1917, Germany refused to halt its 
unrestricted U-Boat attacks on ships 
destined to Britain and France; this 
resulted in loss of American lives!

• Also that period, Brittish intelligence 
intercepted a telegram to the German 
ambassador in Mexico, suggesting Mexico 
ally with Germany against America!

• President Wilson asked Congress for a 
declaration of war on April 6, 1917



Morell Volunteers

“...when I look at the stars from the trenches 
in France I will think of ‘that night’.  

...I wonder if you remember the 3 important 
things I tried to tell you.”  

- Morell Smith to Sarah Platt, August 1917

“I feel that I will enjoy military 
life and am going into it with my 

whole heart” - Morell Smith



• Due to his education and voluntary 
status, Morell Smith entered the Army 
as an officer candidate, assigned to the 
306th Infantry, 77th Infantry Division 
(mostly New York immigrants)!

• On September 18, 1917, he was 29 years 
old, 6’1” tall, and weighed 198 lbs.!

• Training was hard that winter, due to 
unusually harsh weather conditions!

• Promoted to First Sergeant, and was 
head of his squad of officer trainees!

• Unit shipped off to France in April 1918

Training in Camp Upton



Final Farewells

• Morell Smith’s unit was scheduled to ship 
overseas from New York in mid-April 1918!

• The State Dept. had a dance and farewell 
party for the departing New Yorkers, and 
Morell invited Sarah to come down, and 
put her up in a nice hotel in the City!

• Refused permission to leave, Sarah was 
suspended the rest of the semester for 
leaving without permission -- the Dean was 
on the same train down to New York!!

• She never regretted her decision to go, and 
never went back to study at Skidmore



Off to France

• From arrival in theatre April until 
July 1918, Morell Smith’s unit was 
assigned to a quiet sector and 
given training by British units 
 
 
 

• In late July, Morell was given a 
commission to Second Lieutenant 
and reassigned as a platoon leader 
in Company C, 310th Infantry, 
78th Division (largely comprised 
of immigrants from New Jersey)



You, the women of the world are looking for us to end 
the war with Victory.  We must settle this war with a 
peace and league of nations that will make it forever 
impossible for a nation or group of nations to arm to 
the teeth, and, seeking the domination of the world, 
break its pledges to its unsuspicious neighbors, and 
slaughter their men, their women and their children.  
The pages of history must not be turned backward.  
This war of itself is the greatest of arguments for 
peace and we must insist on a peace that will protect 
the generations to come from the suffering this 
generation has endured.  We are bound to win and we 
are going to win because we are in the right.  The 
torch of civilization, undimmed by “Kultur”, will 
blaze forth in greater brilliance, and out of it will 
come the world newborn.

Correspondence
• The correspondence from Morell Smith 

to his parents and to Sarah Platt gives 
an interesting insight into the mindset 
of the American soldier in 1918!

• There is a sense of purpose and duty 
that sounds remarkably similar to 
what one might have heard from a 
soldier in World War II, or even today!

• Morell Smith was committed to do his 
part to ensure that free people could 
remain free, and that the world that 
came after the war would be better for 
the sacrifices made by those serving in 
the trenches

Morell Smith, in a letter to Sarah Platt, 
September 25, 1918,  

from a “hole dug in the side of a trench”



Meuse-Argonne Offensive

• Following a successful operation at 
St Mihiel in September 1918, General 
Pershing formulated a plan of attack 
to drive the Germans off of the 
Hindenburg Line towards Sedan!

• This is known as the Meuse-Argonne 
Offensive, as it was launched to 
assault the rough terrain between the 
Argonne Forest and the Meuse River!

• Famous stories from this operation 
are those of Sergeant York and the 
“Lost Battalion” (map next slide)!

• The 78th Division was in reserve 
until October 16th, relieving the 77th



Meuse-Argonne Offensive, 1st Phase

0



The 310th Joins the Fight
• The mission of the 78th Division, 

and Morell Smith’s 310th Infantry, 
was to keep the momentum of the 
attack past the Hindenburg Line!

• The 77th Division incorrectly 
stated it had taken Grandpre, 
which put the 78th at great risk as 
it advanced towards the lines!

• Morell Smith, the last officer in his 
company, entered the Bois des 
Loges with his platoon on October 
17th, and desperate fighting 
ensued throughout the night and 
into the morning







Bois des Loges Today





Bois des Loges Today





Inside the Bois des Loges





Grandpre’ Today



No Word from Morell
• The final letter home from Morell 

Smith to his parents was written 
on October 14, 1918, four days 
before his death!

• We are missing that letter, but 
some of his words were: 
 

“Mud was very deep, country and 
roads rough, exposed to long-range 
gunfire by day, bombing raids by 
night.  Food conditions were bad; 
kitchens were in the rear, unable to be 
brought forward.  Immediately before 
action on the front line, many of the 
men were ill.” 

Excerpts from Sarah’s final letter to Morell: 
November 10, 1918



The Fog of War

From the History of the 310th Infantry, 1919

Annotation Written by Dr Charles Smith in 1920



Missing in Action: 
Search for Remains

June 1921
April 1921

March 1919

February 1919



Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery 
Romaigne-Gesnes, France



American Legion Post 440
• In late 1919, the returning 

veterans from Newtown 
resolved to form a chapter of 
the American Legion!

• The group was assigned the 
designation “Post 440”, and in 
honor of the only Newtonian to 
die in the Great War, named it 
The Morell Smith Post!

• After WW2, the Legion was 
housed at 27 Court Street until 
the completion of the facility on 
Linden Avenue, which was 
dedicated in 1959



The Facts Become Clearer

Newtown Enterprise - 
November 11, 1920

Dr Charles Smith’s Foreword to the 
History of the 310th Infantry, 

Newtown Library Copy



July 1924: 
The Search is Over

July 3, 1924

• Remarkably, the U.S. Graves 
Registration Service never gave up on 
positively identifying all remains 
found in the Meuse-Argonne!

• The remains of Morell Smith and his 
orderly, Private Augustino Ruggiero, 
were finally discovered in mid-1924, 
and identified by their ID tags!

• The bodies were likely covered up by 
dirt from artillery bursts, but were 
agonizingly close to where the 
original search had been conducted!

• Pvt Ruggiero now lies in the Meuse-
Argonne American Cemetery



Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery 
Romaigne-Gesnes, France



Finally Back in Newtown

Newtown Enterprise - October 18, 1924



Another Family Tragedy

Newtown Enterprise 
December 16, 1927

“Gateway in Memory of  
Dr. Charles B. Smith 

Presented by 
M. Anna Smith” !

- entry to Newtown 
Friends Meeting



Lifelong Devotion

In 2006, a letter and package with 
photos and letters arrived at Post 
440 from one of Sarah Platt’s 
daughters, Ms. Joan Stowe!

She explained that Sarah married in 
1921, but never forgot Morell Smith!

Sarah kept Morell’s portrait on one 
side of her bureau, her husband’s 
the other, until her death in 1999!

Sarah returned at least fifteen times 
to Newtown to place red roses on 
the graves of Morell and his parents

Article about Sarah Platt Stowe and her 
daughters’ visit to Newtown in the 

Advance of Bucks County - July 10, 1986



Remember



Remember



Remember
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