Orinda Travel Presents

SPRING BREAK 2010

THE TWO WORLD WARS

BATTLEFIELDS TOUR
April 2 – 11, 2010

It has been written that the Great War of 1914-1918 was the greatest moral, spiritual, and physical catastrophe in history – a catastrophe whose consequences are still with us.  Nowhere are the physical scars of that war more visible than in the villages and old battlefields of northeast France and Flanders.  

Led by long-time battlefields experts Frank Jordan and Tom Gudmestad, you are cordially invited to join a fascinating spring-break journey across the Marne, Champagne, Meuse-Argonne, Somme, and Flanders sectors of the World War I ‘Western Front.’  We’ll visit front line trenches, bunker complexes, mine-craters, destroyed villages, world famous battlefields, and witness scattered ordnance of more than ninety years past and seemingly endless memorials and cemeteries.  Our journey also includes the World War II ‘D-Day’ (June 6, 1944) landing sites in Normandy.  In addition, we’ll explore several spectacular castle ruins, cathedrals, and museums, as well as, allow time for shopping and relaxation in the local cafés.

Itinerary Highlights

Following our morning arrival in Paris we’ll board our private coach.  Traversing the beautiful French and Belgian countryside we’ll visit…

· Belleau Wood – site of famous U.S. Marine Corps battle in 1918
· Franco-American Forces Memorial (Hill 204) overlooking the River Marne
· Castle ruins of Château de Fère (XIIIe)
· Grave of American poet, Sgt. Joyce Kilmer (Trees and Rouge Bouquet), killed in action in 1918
· Crash site of Lt. Quentin Roosevelt, son of President Theodore Roosevelt, killed in action in 1918
· Reims Cathedral – coronation site of the kings of France
· Argonne Forest front-line trenches and bunkers
· American “Lost Battalion” site, Sgt. Alvin York memorial, German Crown Prince headquarters
· The lost village of Vauquois and site of Capt. Harry Truman’s Western Front service
· Meuse-Argonne Cemetery – wreath laying at America’s largest military cemetery in Europe
· Front-line trenches and shell craters at Morte-Homme (Dead Man) Hill
· Front-line trenches and bunkers at Bois de Caures and Fort Douaumont
· The hallowed Ossuaire housing the unidentified remains of 130,000 French and German soldiers
· Newfoundland Memorial Park front-line trenches and memorials
· Thiepval Ridge and British Memorial to Missing (73,000)
· The Lochnagar mine crater, Delville Wood, and High Wood
· Grave of Lt. John Kipling (Irish Guards), only son of Rudyard Kipling, killed in action in 1915
· Ploegsteert Wood – site of Winston Churchill’s ‘Western Front’ service in 1916
· Trenches, bunkers, tunnels, and mine craters at Hill 60, Sanctuary Wood, and Messines Ridge 
· Essex Farm – site where Col. John McCrae wrote his famous poem, In Flanders Fields
· Tyne Cot – largest British military cemetery in the world and Memorial to Missing (35,000)
· Menin Gate British Memorial to Missing (54,000) – Last Post and wreath laying ceremony
· Arromanches – Mulberry Harbor, German gun batteries
· Omaha Beach pill-boxes, memorials, and museum
· Omaha Beach American Cemetery – wreath laying ceremony
· Cliffs at Pointe du Hoc; Utah Beach; and Ste.-Mère-Église
Tour Inclusions

· Private coach for entire tour

· Accommodations based on two persons sharing a twin/double room.  Single room will be provided at a supplementary cost on request (subject to availability)

· Breakfast daily at hotels; 8 picnic lunches; and 1 group dinner
· Water, tea and/or coffee at all group lunches and dinners

· Baggage handling in and out of hotels

· All applicable taxes for included services

· Guidance by Frank Jordan and Tom Gudmestad, including all museum entrance fees

· Binder including daily itinerary, trench maps, route maps, famous quotes, anecdotes, and poems

Tour Arrangements Do Not Include

· Airfare to/from departure city and Charles de Gaulle (Paris)*

· Seven (7) dinners on free nights

· Charges of a personal nature such as telephone/fax, beverages, laundry, room service, excess baggage, passport fees, and services not specifically stated

* If the tour travels, Orinda Travel can make arrangements for “group” air travel (subject to a minimum of 10 persons flying together)

Approximate Tour Costs/Per Person (Based on Double-Occupancy)
$1,799 based on 21 or more people

$2,049 based on 20 or fewer people 
$450 single room supplement (subject to availability)

(A minimum of 16 participants is required)

Please note that this flyer is for informational purposes only and to assess the interest level.  If there is enough interest to merit a tour, Orinda Travel will prepare a formal brochure, including daily itinerary, with exact costs.  Final costing is subject to confirmation of all travel arrangements and currency exchange rate.
Responsibility

READER TRAVEL GROUP, ORINDA TRAVEL, Frank Jordan, Tom Gudmestad, and Affiliated Entities, hereinafter to be known as Orinda Travel, purchases transportation, hotel accommodations, restaurant services, and other services from various independent suppliers which are not subject to its control.

ORINDA TRAVEL, therefore, cannot be liable for any loss, injury, or damage to any person or property, detention, annoyance, delay, expense, quarantine strike, force majeure, disturbance, act of war or terrorism, government restriction or regulation that may occur due to (1) any act of omission of such supplier, its employees and others not under the direct control of Orinda Travel, or (2) defects in or failures of any aircraft, vessel, vehicle or other means of transportation that is not under the direct control of Orinda Travel.

Full responsibility for operation of vehicles used on this itinerary rests with the carriers so engaged in the conveyance of passengers and the law of the countries of operation governs the carriers’ liability.  Baggage, including hand luggage, is at owner’s risk.
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